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During a visit to John Blatchley earlier this year your Editor was privileged to be shown a 
number of his superb coachwork design drawings, prepared for customer approval of 
body style and colour scheme while he was employed as Chief Designer at Gurney 
Nutting before World War II. This particular example, a Phantom III sedanca de ville, was 
my favourite. Mr Blatchley preferred to work in poster colour, and the results he achieved 
were truly exquisite. lt must have been a wonderful experience to have been involved in 
this process at the time — particularly for the fortunate customer! 
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FROM the EDITOR 


Dare Watkins 


Obituaries are all too frequent in our 
movement nowadays. In this issue is an 
obituary for Dare Watkins, who was an early 
stalwart of the R.R.O.C.A., a keen appreci- 
ator of Rolls-Royce products from Veteran 
to modern, and a former Federal Secretary 
(1970-71) and Federal President (1975-76) 
of the Club. 


SZ anniversary 

Also in this issue, October 2000 being 
the 20th anniversary of the introduction of 
the Silver Spirit and derivative models, is a 
superb article by Martin Bourne, whose 
smiling countenance was seen on page 
3576 of our last issue. This, naturally 
enough, is written from a stylist’s point of 
view and deals with the career of Fritz 
Feller, who was Martin’s boss as Chief En- 
gineer for Styling and Future Projects 
during the years of Silver Spirit's develop- 
ment and early production. 


I have the simplest of tastes. 
Iamalways satisfied with 
the best. 

— Oscar Wilde 


Royal order 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd is to build a 
new state car for Her Majesty the Queen. 
Nothing remarkable about that except that 
this time the car will be a Bentley. 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd holds three 
Royal Warrants (“By Appointment...”) as a 


1929 Phantom | (50OR) was restored by Jim Kelso over a period of several decades (see P.5-95 
for restoration article). Jim has since sold the car to Neil Walker (Vic.) and as a constant reminder 
of its long term presence in his life commissioned artist Alan Puckett to immortalise it in 
watercolour, with a proud Jim ‘in shot’. The coachwork is a ‘Sedancalette' by Hooper, which is 
the coachbuilder’s own terminology for a landaulette with sedanca front. Courtesy of the artist 
and former owner. Jim is now restoring GRK81, the late Patrick Kane-White’s old Twenty. 


supplier of motor cars to the Queen, the 
Queen Mother, and the Prince of Wales. it 
is by no means certain (in fact | would 
regard it as highly unlikely) that any of these 
Royal Warrants will pass to BMW once that 
company takes over the manufacture of 
“Rolls-Royce” cars at the end of 2003. They 
will almost certainly remain with Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd after the company is 
renamed Bentley Motor Cars Ltd under the 
terms of the bizarre 1998 deal under which 
the Rolls-Royce marque is to be taken away 


Author Klaus-Josef Roffelat sent this shot of his 1954 Bentley R-type (B77WG) and himself (right) 
with Gerhard & Heather Altdorfer (S.A.) in Dortmund, Germany, last northern summer. Gerhard 


owns an R-type in Australia and therefore had no problems when asked to drive B77WG. 


from its traditional manufacturer and hand- 
ed over to BMW. 

Not that Her Majesty is at risk of running 
out of genuine Rolls-Royce cars. Over the 
decades she has taken delivery of two ex- 
amples of each of the post-war Phantom 
models (IV, V and VI) of which all but one 
are still in service. Even the 1950 Phantom 
IV H.J. Mulliner limousine (4AF2) still sees 
regular use. 

No, | would advise against holding your 
breath waiting for a BMW-“Rolls-Royce” to 
turn up in the Royal Mews. 


Back to Le Mans? 


Crewe announced recently that next 
year the Bentley marque will return to the 
24-hour race at Le Mans, the scene of 
several triumphs for the original Bentley 
Motors Ltd in the late 1920s. The proposed 
“Bentley” racing car will have a new chassis 
and will be powered by a “Bentley version 
of the Audi V-8 engine” (their words). 

Is this really Bentley returning to Le 
Mans? Or VW/Audi going in for Le Mans 
and exploiting a famous Le Mans marque? 

in the meantime, Crewe has confirmed 
that the forthcoming Mid Size Bentley 
(MSB) will be built and painted in Germany 
and sent to Crewe for assembly, finishing 
and interior trimming. 

Martin Bennett 
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FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


PRAECLARUM 2000 


PRAECLARUM is catching up with a 
vengeance following the return of our Editor 
from an overseas research mission and 
other unprecedented demands on his time 
which allowed the journal to fall somewhat 
behind. Though he isn’t saying much, my 
bet would be that another excellent book 
may not be too far away. 

The effort of producing six editions per 
year to such a high standard, consistently 
over many years, is very much appreciated 
by all members. 


Chassis Plate 2001 


While on the subject of publications, | 
have heard whispers that the next edition of 
Chassis Plate may be ready for the next 
Federal Rally in Mount Gambier. 

The work involved in compiling member- 
ship and motor car details commences with 
Branch Registrars, who assemble and input 
information that is then supplied to our 
Federal Registrar, David Vann. His team in 
Queensland then put it all together and we, 
the members, benefit enormously. 


Mount Gambier Federal Rally 


Rally registration forms have now been 
received for the 2001 Federal Rally to be 


hosted by our South Australian friends at 
Mount Gambier from March 24th to April 
2nd next year. 

| am very pleased to hear that greater 
participation by pre-war cars is being en- 
couraged. With four months to prepare, it 
might be appropriate to dust off, lubricate 
and prepare the older cars. 

Federal Rallies also give the opportunity 
to compare the fascinating variety of post- 
war Rolls-Royce and Bentley models and 
to discuss various aspects of ownership 
and use with owners from different states. 

The renewal of old friendships and the 
development of new ones are aspects that 
both Fiona and | look forward to keenly. 


The stable 


20 h.p. Skiff (GOK74) has remained in 
Perth following asuperb 20-Ghost Club tour 
of south-west Western Australia. 

Roger Fry, now operating from new 
premises behind his and Christine’s lovely 
house in the hills, is carrying out repairs and 
refurbishment arising from the significant 
distances travelled by the Skiff over the past 
eight years. 

Silver Ghost (8CE) ignition tower is now 
reconditioned, refurbished and reinstalled. 
Improved smoothness and greater power 


are anticipated. 

Bentley Turbo R (BRL32398), with new 
entertainment unit fitted, transported us to 
Adelaide and back on a recent Saturday. 
The legendary comfort and power ensured 
that the journey was accomplished within 
the day (and some of the night), petrol 
consumption averaging a creditable 17 
mpg. 

The only problem was the loss of a wiper 
blade in pouring rain. Reversing some dis- 
tance located the miscreant, which was 
refitted and the journey continued. 


Happy Motoring, 
George Forbes 


One of the Operation Inskip Silver Wraiths 


On October 14th 1947, four Silver 
Wraiths and three Bentley Mk VIs 
sailed aboard RMS Mauretania on an 
Export Drive tour of the United States. 
The cars were demonstrated to the 
press and potential customers across 
the country. The Company’s principal 
North American importer, J.S. Inskip 
Inc. of New York, co-ordinated the 
operation, hence its code-name within 
the Company, Operation Inskip. 

The Operation Inskip Silver Wraith 
in the photograph (right) is WTA69, a 
touring limousine by H.J. Mulliner, the 
first of design number 7062 which in- 
corporated the then new fashion of con- 
cealing the running boards under the 
doors. (Your Editor's Silver Wraith, 
WHD101, represents design number 
7118, alater version of 7062 with slight 
interior changes.) 

All seven Operation Inskip cars were 


right-hand drive and, predictably, the 
feedback from prospective customers 
indicated a preference for left-hand 


drive. However, it was not until mid- 
1949 that deliveries of left-hand drive 
cars commenced. — M.I.B. si 
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OBITUARY 


Wolfe Kildare Milton Colston Watkins, MB CHB, FRCS (Edin.) LRCP, MRCS 


Born Bristol 29/12/25 — Died Melbourne 19/08/2000 


Dare Watkins died recently in Melbourne after a brief illness, 
succumbing to an aggressive form of lung cancer — unfair to 
one who had never smoked. He was a man of many parts but, 
above all, he saw service to and consideration for his fellow man 
and woman as an essential part of life. 

Born in Bristol, his parents were both dentists, his father 
having served in the Royal Flying Corps in World War J and his 
mother being very musically talented. His early schooling was 
in Liverpool and during World War II he served in Civil 
Defence, experiencing first hand the horrific results of enemy 
bombing. The latter part of his schooling was on the Isle of Man 
after which he studied Medicine in Liverpool, and then had to 
perform his National Service. One of the quaint anachronisms 
of Empire was that joining the Royal Australian Navy was 
considered to be doing one’s British National Service, an oppor- 
tunity he was quick to grasp, giving him an interesting environ- 
ment and a different world from the straitened circumstances 
prevailing in Britain after the War. 

After initial service as a Surgeon Lieutenant at Flinders 
Naval Depot in Victoria, where his independent attitude to the 
niceties of certain forms of Naval etiquette did little to enhance 
his future prospects in the Senior Service, he was posted to 
Manus Island, off the North Coast of New Guinea where, apart 
from his Naval duties, his job included caring for Japanese war 
criminals, who were imprisoned and being tried for war crimes. 
One of his mementos from this period is a skilfully carved 


walking stick made for him by a Japanese prisoner who was 
subsequently condemned and executed. It seems clear that, in 
performing his duty of care, a very human relationship must 
have been established between Dare and the prisoner, and this 
ability to take all people as they are, and to listen to and care for 
them regardless of station in life was one of Dare’s many 
admirable and endearing characteristics. Later in his Naval 
service he worked at the Royal Melbourne Hospital, met, and 
promptly married Janet who was nursing there at the time. 
Following a period of post-graduate training back in Liverpool, 
where Dare qualified FRCS, and now with the additional 
responsibility of a son, Andrew, the small family returned to 
Australia where they settled in Mildura, Dare being one of the 
two surgeons in that city as well as running a busy general 
practice. 

I first met Dare and Janet in 1961 while preparing for the first 
Federal Rally to be organised by the South Australian Branch, 
Mildura having been selected as an accessible central point 
between Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide. 

Isoon found the efforts and co-operation of the Watkins team 
to be invaluable. Well known and respected in the Mildura 
district, both Dare and Janet opened doors, created contacts, 
encouraged and influenced local support, and generally played 
a vital part in the successful running of this Rally, thus exhibiting 
again their ever willing helpfulness. 

Popular rumour of the day suggested that whenever a new 
patient entered Dare’s consulting room his first question was 
more likely to be “do you have any old cars on your property 
you would like to get rid of?” rather than “what can I do to help 
you?” For “cars, of course, read Rolls-Royce, but this was a good 
opening, and Dare was never one to play all his cards at once! 
Regardless of the truth of this rumour, and while using his 1938 
Phantom II as general family transport, he managed to acquire 
at various times a Martin & King Coupé-bodied 20 h.p., and 
rescue the bones of a c.1921 Silver Ghost. And, of course, the 
well known 1924 Silver Ghost Buckboard which took part in 
the recent Wholly Ghost Australian Tour, and was regularly 
used for Watkins family holiday transport, piled high with 
children, camping gear, chooks and pot plants — “they all 
deserve a holiday”! 

All of these cars became part of the extended Watkins family 
and performed many domestic and community services, but the 
car which probably meant more to Dare than any other was the 
1912 Silver Ghost Chassis 1888 which he tracked down on an 
isolated property near Wanaaring, in western New South Wales. 
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Dismantled and scattered around the property, the finding, 
searching for parts, and final rescue over several trips with a 
trailer behind the long suffering Phantom II], is a classic saga 
which Dare recorded in an article in PRAECLARUM at the 
time. 

With the family now back in Melbourne Dare became a 
valued and respected member of the Victoria Branch committee, 
later serving as Branch Secretary, and member of the Federal 
Council. In these réles his sound common sense, attention to 
detail, shrewd judgement of the foibles of his fellow members 
together with his ever willing helpfulness, made him a valuable 
contributor to Club activities. 

While managing to help develop a busy practice and build a 
hospital in the Hampton area, Dare carried out much of the 
restoration of 1888 with his own hands, attending night classes 
in fitting and turning and body construction to help enhance his 
abilities in restoring his beloved Ghost. On one occasion he was 
late for a dinner party, and when a rather snooty fellow guest 
asked Janet where her husband was, Janet replied he was attend- 
ing his fitting and turning course and would be along soon. 
Fellow guest changed from snooty to frigid at the thought of 
being seated with a common artisan, giving Janet the oppor- 
tunity to enjoy hugely the embarrassment of said guest when the 
erudite and charming eminent surgeon finally appeared. 

Dare remained faithful to Rolls-Royce products for many 
years, the Phantom [II being replaced by a black Bentley S1 
saloon which coped manfully with the varying demands of an 
active travelling family, which included four large children and 
various dogs, its duties ranging from towing boats and caravans 
on holidays to collecting piles of bricks from building sites 
during Janet’s brick paving stage. Fortunately this stage had 
passed when it was replaced by a Bentley T Series saloon, which 


had a somewhat less onerous life. 
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Dare’s many other interests included skiing in the Victorian 
Alps, as a long term member of a Naval Ski Lodge, where, as 
Transport Officer, his escapades in the communal jeep are still 
the subject of local legend. The other sport he enjoyed until 
very recent times was his love of tennis, both the game itself and 
the social interchange which it fostered with a wide group of 
friends. 

Adding to his general enjoyment of life and human contact 
was his knowledge and appreciation of fine wine, through his 
many friends in the wine making industry, together with his 
enjoyment and appreciation of their products. 

Much loved by his wide circle of patients and friends, highly 
respected by his professional colleagues, Dare’s funeral service, 
in St Andrew’s Church Brighton was carried out before a packed 
congregation, the appropriately unconventional eulogies spoken 
by family members and friends outlining many facets of the life 
of this fine and lovable man. 

Dare would have been delighted to see his gaily coloured 
coffin as the centrepiece of the church service. Painted and 
adorned by his children and grandchildren, and surrounded by 
mementos of his many interests in life, including a Ghost piston, 
his well worn leather instrument bag, his ski jacket, and a bottle 
of fine red wine, this epitomised Dare’s irreverent but still 
serious attitude to life, and death, and his ability to avoid taking 
himself too seriously. 

My last view of my old friend’s coffin was as the black hearse 
pulled away from the church. The hearse? A Rolls-Royce Silver 
Shadow, of course. 

Gavin Sandford-Morgan 


Dare Watkins’ 1912 Silver Ghost (1888) at a late stage of the 
restoration that Dare carried out personally. The car survives in the 
United Kingdom. 


© Tom Clarke (U.K.) 2000 


The story surrounding Royce’s invention of 
the vibration damper first appeared in 
PRAECLARUM 1-97 p.2895-2900. This 
used a variety of early material to establish 
Royce’s primacy but the actual drawings 
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Distant vibrations: Royce and 
the crankshaft vibration damper 


and photographs of the first damper in 1906 
were unknown. Since the article appeared 
in 1997 the original drawing and some 
photographs have emerged to bring the 
whole story to a resounding conclusion. 


Imagine Henry Royce’s dismay in 
late 1910 when he learned that Daimler 


Figure 1: The long-lost evidence: Royce's 1906 damper well hidden inside a larger-than-stana- 
ard fan pulley for 30 h.p. car 60535. Note the small friction area and the fibre washers. The 
drawing is numbered 6637 overstamped “8 October 1908”. The 1908 stamp probably represents 
the last time the blueprint was copied. 1906 is also supported by the “Type 6-06” (i.e. 30 h.p. 
six-cylinder of 1906) at the bottom. (Courtesy of the Coventry City Record Office.) 
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GLIMPSES into the PAST — 10 


were going to fit a crankshaft vibration 
damper, designed and patented by 
Frederick W. Lanchester. Royce had 
devised his own damper in late 1906 
but neglected to patent it and now he 
was to see Lanchester accepted as the 
inventor of the first damper. This be- 
came a bone of contention between 
Royce (1863-1933) and Lanchester 
(1868-1946) almost immediately and 
has found an echo down the years in 
books about Rolls-Royce, Lanchester, 
and Daimler. Now, though, fresh 
evidence has emerged to confirm 
Royce’s position as the inventor of this 
crucial piece of engineering. 

When six-cylinder engines emerged 
from late 1903 (in the Spyker, Wilson- 
Pilcher, and Napier cars) the layout of 
the crankshaft was thought to deliver 
perfect balance. However, all crank- 
shafts have a natural frequency of tor- 
sional vibration and many early shafts, 
so slender and long, suffered bad vibra- 
tions. What could not be foreseen was 
the particular additional effects of 
piston torque in an in-line six-cylinder. 
As we now know, when engine speed 
reaches one third of a crankshaft’s fre- 
quency the destructive 3rd order vib- 
ration results. Damping lower order 
vibrations was also important to make 
an engine smoother and able to run 
through to higher speeds. 

Some wonderful descriptions of the 
noise made by vibrating engines have 
been left to us: “octaves of chatter from 
the quivering crankshaft” (motor 
pioneer Henry Knox talking about Mer- 
cedes and Hotchkiss), “changes of voice 
at certain speeds” (Lanchester), “power 
rattle” (Selwyn Edge in his publicity 
material for Napier), and a “thunderous 
noise dissuaded most drivers from 
seeking an Elysium further on” (S.H. 
Grylls of Rolls-Royce writing in 1963). 

Royce’s first six-cylinder, the 30 h.p. 
of 1905-06, suffered from vibration. He 
began to fit a rigid front flywheel to 
damp, as he saw it, the resulting timing 
gear rattles. In January-February 1906 
three crankshafts broke, luckily before 
cars were in customers’ hands. He 
came to realise that the rigid front 
flywheel had exacerbated the problem 
(by lowering the natural frequency of 
the shaft). In the next few months he 
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redesigned the engine with a more 
robust crankshaft. No further 
breakages occurred and he then began 
work on the 40/50 h.p. which had an 
even larger shaft. 

In late 1906 Royce wanted to damp 
some lower order vibrations in the 30 
h.p. with its new crankshaft, still suf- 
fering from some timing gear rattles. He 
returmmed to the well-known discovery 
he had made with the earlier rigid front 
flywheel, namely the relative movement 
of one loose flywheel on the shaft of an 
engine under test. As this engine was 
smoother than others he made the con- 
nection that Lanchester was to make in 
1910 theoretically: a flywheel attached 
to the front of the crankshaft, but free 
to slip, absorbed the energy created 
during vibration periods. 

Royce designed a damper with a 
small single central plate attached ex- 
ternally to the crankshaft as part of the 
pinion gear. Two fibre washers were 
fitted either side around which moved 
a large flywheel that also acted as the 
fan pulley. The flywheel was in two 
halves joined together by studs with 
spring-loaded nuts which enabled the 
slip pressure to be controlled. No lub- 
rication was provided. The first car 
fitted was 60535 in November 1906, 
confirmed in surviving Rolls-Royce 
chassis records. Seven 30 h.p. cars 
followed and, because they had later 
Works numbers and test dates, would 
have been fitted with the new modifica- 
tion. They also gave long service. An 
earlier car was retrospectively fitted 
with the damper in 1908. 

Why didn’t Royce patent this useful 
device? No official reason was ever 
given but two factors probably played a 
part: Royce did not use a patent agent 
in this period and as 1906 was a 
crowded and stressful year for him he 
might simply have overlooked the mat- 
ter. In addition, as Royce now saw the 
need for more robust crankshafts op- 
erating within their natural frequency 
he might have seen the damper as just 
a passing cure. 

Daimler made their first six-cylinder 
cars in 1908 and fairly soon vibration 
became an issue. Lanchester was 
asked to solve the problem. Like Royce 
he devised an external damper, also 
serving as fan pulley, but it was a 
multi-plate type and oil lubricated 
which determined the slip. Patent 
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Figure 2: a disassembled view of the damper within the large fan pulley. The flange on pinion ‘A’ 


shows the seven holes previously used to attach the rigid front flywheel. The old pinion was being 
reused but this time with the damper flywheel free to move around the flange. Note the polished 
area on the pulley where friction has taken place. (Courtesy of the Coventry City Record Office.) 


21139 was applied for on 12 September 
1910 and granted on 7 September 
1911. The Daimler archives show that 
the first damper was “fitted 16 Sept. 
1910 to engine 10920, 8/160, 
I.N.1557” and Lanchester recalled it as 
a 57.2 h.p. sleeve valve type. 
Lanchester went on to license his 
design widely and it brought him en- 
hanced reputation and a considerable 
income from royalties. He was a bril- 
liant engineer and deserved this suc- 
cess. 

All of this was going on when 
crankshaft vibration had become an 
issue again at Rolls-Royce, but this 
time on the Silver Ghost. This was free 
of problems until the long-stroke en- 
gine was introduced in 1909. To damp 
vibrations Royce first fitted a spring- 
drive crankshaft pinion. When com- 
pression was also increased to gain 
more power he dusted off his 1906 
damper so that the Ghost engine could 
run at higher speeds. (He also fitted a 
“slipper drive” on the magneto shaft in 
1908.) Royce submitted his revised 
single-plate damper design on 28 
February 1911 and was granted patent 
5029 on 29 June 1911, presumably 
because it was sufficiently different 
from Lanchester’s. This internal 
damper was first fitted that same 
February on Silver Ghost chassis 1551. 
His next patent was 9262 (accepted 3 
August 1911) which covered the 


crankshaft spring-drive pinion but in- 
corporated within the new vibration 
damper. From this point for the next 
ten years Lanchester pursued Rolls- 
Royce for infringement of his 1911 
patent though never quite ready to 
issue a writ. Lanchester later recalled 
that the managing-director of Rolls- 
Royce, Claude Johnson, arranged to 
meet him “soon after my damper patent 
was taken out” to see if Rolls-Royce 
could work under his patent. This must 
have been before Royce submitted his 
own. In Lanchester’s colourful descrip- 
tion, Johnson held out “his right hand 
with a smile on his face .... ”. But in 
exchange for working under the patent 
Johnson offered only a peppercorn 
royalty as Rolls-Royce could establish 
themselves as “prior user [in 1906]”. 
This Lanchester described as Johnson 
presenting “...a pistol with his left 
{hand]” so he declined the offer of “both 
the hand and the pistol”. 

Rolls-Royce proceeded with their 
own damper patent and by July 1913 
Lanchester had made a direct claim 
against them although there are no 
surviving legal documents about this. 
In 1911 Lanchester was shown, or sub- 
sequently sent by Johnson, a dated 
blueprint and photographs of the 1906 
damper. In 1921, with matters still un- 
resolved from 1913, Lanchester 
returned to the fray and urged Daimler 
(as licensees for his damper) to issue a 


writ against Rolls-Royce as damages 
would now be more substantial. This 
renewed interest coincided with his 
claim before the Royal Commission on 
Awards to Inventors for unpaid war- 
time royalties on his damper used in 
tank engines. 

Daimler asked Lanchester to find 
the Rolls-Royce blueprint and photo- 
graphs sent in 1911, which he even- 
tually did. This historic material was 
found recently in the Coventry City 
Record Office by Lanchester historian 
Chris Clark. It had been placed there 
by the Daimler Company only in 1974 
and so it was unknown to the earlier 
Lanchester authors Francis Hutton- 
Stott and Anthony Bird. They, along 
with most writers, had dismissed 
Royce’s prior invention of the damper. 
But Rolls-Royce historian C. W. Morton 
did not. His classic 1964 book on Rolls- 
Royce used the anecdotal evidence of 
early employees and insisted that 
Royce had devised his damper in 1906. 
Without the 1906 drawing and photo- 
graphs, only now available, Morton’s 
claim was widely disregarded. 

Lanchester did not believe that the 
early drawing and photographs showed 
a crankshaft damper and thought it 
might have been a device to protect the 
fan belt. (Perhaps the drawing’s title 
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“Type 6-06 fan pulley” swayed him a 
little.) However, the 1906 design is 
identical in principle and layout to 
Royce’s 1911 damper patent. After 
1921 Datmler took Lanchester’s case 
no further. They and Lanchester had 
had a difficult time before the Royal 
Commission where Lanchester was 
questioned closely on the damper’s 
origins. He did not reveal his early con- 
tact with Rolls-Royce, partly because 
Daimler had not yet issued a writ and 
partly perhaps for fear his primacy 
would be undermined. 

Royce had no doubts. In late 1921, 
when Harry Ricardo’s book The internal 
combustion engine vol. 1 was publish- 
ed, using Lanchester’s damper as a 
model, Royce wrote to claim his earlier 
invention. In 1923 he wrote that “we 
were the first ... to damp ... the 
crankshaft torsional vibration by fric- 
tion mounted small flywheel”. In 1926 
Massac Buist’s book Rolls-Royce 
memories claimed Royce’s early inven- 
tion. In a memorandum to his eng- 
ineers in January 1932 Royce harked 
back to a 30 h.p. “dry centrifugally 
loaded” damper which “we could 
tighten up to great friction without 
trouble, and I’m sure our 30 hip. with 
1.5 crankshaft and cast iron pistons 
must have passed the master period”. 
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As Lanchester was widely recog- 
nised as a scientific mind of genius, 
and Royce perceived only as a self- 
styled ‘mechanic’ or improver with few 
original ideas to his credit, it was 
assumed only the greater mind could 
have invented the damper. Neither was 
academically trained but in fact Royce 
too was original and inventive. Self- 
effacing and prudent as he was, it was 
for sound commercial reasons that he 
preferred improvement to technical 
risk. This was because, in their lofty 
position, Rolls-Royce had everything to 
lose and little to gain from failed novel- 
ty. For Rolls-Royce the vibration 
damper proved to be crucial because it 
caused them to stay with six-cylinder 
(and V-12) engines on which so much 
of their reputation was to be built. They 
did not use a ‘Lanchester damper’ as it 
is commonly known but, in spite of 
Royce’s efforts, it is that name which 
took hold. yi 

. a * 

This is a greatly abridged version of the 
author's Royce and the vibration damper to 
be published in 2000 by the Rolls-Royce 
Heritage Trust as their Technical Series no. 
5. Available from the Rolls-Royce Heritage 
Trust, P.O. Box 31, Derby DE24 8Bu, 
England for £6.00 plus post & packing. 
ISBN 1 872922 18 X. 


Fritz Feller and Project SZ 


By Martin Bourne (U.K.) 


It is often said that Fritz Feller was 
not a stylist but an engineer, and up to 
a point that opinion is understandable. 
When he took over from John Blatchley 
(JPB) as chief of Styling in 1969 he was 
not a stylist, and even more to the 
point, he was not even a body man, and 
that was the cause of several difficulties 
in his first few weeks. However, he was 
Rolls-Royce to the core, he was am- 
bitious, very clever and, above all, a 
very quick learner. He also possessed 
that most deadly of weapons, a stupen- 
dous memory — as several of us were 
to discover to our cost. 

His early years were a little fraught, 
to say the least. Briefly, he was born in 
Vienna of well-to-do parents, his father 
Jewish. As you know Austria in the 


‘thirties was not the ideal place to be if 
you were perceived as Jewish. By the 
greatest of good fortune the Quakers 
were able to get Fritz out of Austria and 
into a school in the U.K. From there he 
wrote to the Prime Minister, no less, for 
assistance in getting his parents out. In 
this he was successful, and they 
managed to escape on the very last 
train out of Austria in 1938 with their 
lives, but very little else. They lost ab- 
solutely everything: house, furniture, 
money, possessions, the lot, but event- 
ually they arrived safely in England. 
Fritz went to the King William 
School on the Isle of Man, which he 
hated, so to make his point he ‘escaped’ 
— a fairly dodgy thing to do for someone 
in his position I would have thought, 
but he got away with it and completed 
his education at a more suitable estab- 
Hshment in Yorkshire. After leaving 


school he successfully applied for a 
Rolls-Royce apprenticeship in the Aero 
Division at Derby. He was already a 
Senior Engine Designer at Crewe when 
I arrived in 1955. A very sociable chap, 
he liked all the good things in life: food, 
wine, music (he played violin, and for a 
time conducted the Derby Light Orch- 
estra), art (he was a talented amateur 
painter) and literature. He spoke im- 
maculate English — better than most 
of us natives, I have to say! 

In the Derby Light Orchestra, on 
piano, was a charming young lady 
called Renée, soon to become Mrs 
Feller! They had met at Rolls-Royce 
Ormaston Road, where Renée worked 
as a Tracer. 

Fritz was responsible for most of the 
design work on the top-end of the V-8 
engine, and was of course well to the 
fore in all the other engine work at that 
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time, such as B- and K-range. The 
Diesel Rotary project was all his: he 
built up the team, got the thing off the 
ground and ran the programme — and 
got it to work, becoming a close per- 
sonal friend of Dr Felix Wankel in the 
process. However, this was a Ministry 
funded project and, in spite of its suc- 
cess, in 1968 it became clear that the 
British armed forces didn’t want it and 
that cancellation was on the cards, so 
Fritz began to look around. Through 
the grapevine he heard of JPB’s 
impending departure, made a momen- 
tous decision, applied to Geoffrey Fawn 
for the job and was accepted. 

Life under Fritz was very different 
and the last ten idyllic years under JPB 
soon became a distant memory as Bill 
Allen and I struggled to come to terms 
with the new set-up. Gone for ever was 
the cosy relationship John had enjoyed 
with Llewellyn Smith (LS) and Harry 
Grylls (Gry). They had retired, to be 
replaced by Geoffrey Fawn (GF), sent 
from Derby “to make Crewe pay or 
else”, John Hollings (Hgs), ex-Rocket 


3611 


Division at Spadeadam, big, ex-Army, 
no bull tolerated and shouted a lot, and 
on the production side Ian Nelson 
(Nsn), none of whom seemed to know 
or care a thing about Styling — so 
what’s new?! Without doubt, their 
arrival precipitated John’s early depar- 
ture. 

So Fritz had avery uphill battle, first 
to learn the job for himself, get work 


under way on a new four-door saloon, 
and then to sell it to the new ‘junta’. As 
for Bill and myself, perhaps the biggest 
shock after learning who was to take 
over from JPB was to discover that our 
new chief was a fervent believer in the 
‘confrontationist’ style of management. 
In other words, if there was something 
we needed, or a policy disagreement 
arose, we were expected to get out there 
and fight our corner tooth and nail, to 
the death if necessary. Furthermore, to 
win was not sufficient: the other faction 
should be seen by all and sundry to 
have lost. On reflection of course one 
can understand this from someone 


Fritz Feller and a quarter- 
scale model of SZ, or Silver 
Spirit, in the Crewe Styling 
studio. Whereas his 
predecessor John 
Blatchley had been Chief 
Styling Engineer, Fritz Feller 
rejoiced in the title Chief 
Engineer for Styling and 
Future Projects. 


who had arrived here with nothing and 
been forced to fight for everything he 
wanted in life. Bill never quite got used 
to this, not surprisingly, (I have to say 
I didn’t really enjoy it either!) but per- 
haps by now you will have realised a 
couple of things. Firstly, by now the 
world had changed and like it or not 
this was how life at Rolls-Royce was to 
be from now on. Secondly, if Bill Allen 
had got the Styling chief's job on JPB’s 
departure it would quite simply have 
killed him — it would have worried him 
into an early grave. It must have been 
some time in 1975 that he said to me 
that he couldn't wait to retire, some- 
thing that I never thought I would hear 
from him, but he did, in 1977, and 
fortunately he was still with us until he 
passed away in December 1999 (see 
Obituary in P.1-00. — Ed.). 

Almost the first thing FF did was to 
enlarge the Department, on the well- 
worn premise that the bigger the set- 
up, the more clout you have and the 
less likely you are to get trampled on — 
at least that was how it seemed at the 
time. With hindsight of course he was 
merely dragging us into the Twentieth 
Century! At this juncture it is neces- 
sary to bear in mind one important 
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point, and that is from Engineering and 
Production’s standpoint the easiest car 
to make is one made up of straight lines 
and the occasional radius. Now Styling 
does not agree! — and that was the root 
cause of our struggles, always has 
been, always will be, except that with 
better education and communication 
even the biggest moron has at last 
realised that to sell it’s got to look nice. 
You would not believe the number of 
people around in those days who 
thought otherwise! 

Anyway, the Department grew. 
Norman Webster (NSW) came along as 
Project Designer, Ron Maddocks, live 
steam model engineer extraordinaire, 
came as Full-time Modeller, and Chris 
Johnson joined from RCA (Royal 
College of Art, London). Chris brought 
with him a collection of squeaky and 
very smelly felt-tipped marker pens 
and proceeded to churn out acres of 
those flashy but quite impressive 


— 
Pa, 
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‘coloured renderings’ — the first we'd 
seen. “Nothing but bloody window 
dressing” Norman called them. He too 
hankered after the old days! 

As for me, with my tender years I 
had to either put up with it or get out, 
so I stayed. I did not enjoy the politick- 
ing and soon became adept at keeping 
my head well and truly down, but I 
loved the work and gained a great deal 
of satisfaction from it. In spite of the 
struggles Fritz proved great fun to work 
with. Whilst never really a hands-on 
man as JPB had been, as a leader and 
‘front office’ man he was brilliant. As an 
ideas man he had few equals, and going 
into his office for a solution to a prob- 
lem was sometimes quite fraught, as 
you’d invariably emerge about an hour 
later with about ten to try. It used to be 
said that Churchill had a hundred 
ideas every day, four of them good ones. 
Hence some of Fritz’s became known in 
the Department as ‘ninety-sixers’. 

Dealing with the press, and the 
public for that matter, he was in his 
element. His deep suntan, slightly ac- 
cented speech, usually delivered with a 
mischievous glint in his eye, were ir- 
resistable to them. Members of the 
Department were allowed on average 


The Crewe styling team on the occasion of Bill Allen’s retirement in July 1977. From left to right: Norman Webster, Fritz Feller, Martin Bourne, Fon 


Maddocks, Bill Allen, Graham Hull. Bill is being presented with an engraved silver salver. Photograph by Cyril Jones. 


one foreign Motor Show visit a year: 
Paris, Geneva, Turin or Frankfurt. 
These were a ‘necessary evil’ as I used 
to tell ordinary mortals from other 
departments, in order to keep up with 
developments world-wide, but in FF's 
company they were generally quite 
memorable. 

Fritz ran the Styling Department for 
fourteen years, quite successfully in 
my view, and I’m very anxious that the 
record should be put straight for the 
benefit of historians such as your 
Editor. Although mainly remembered 
for SZ (Silver Spirit) he was also heavily 
involved with the birth pangs of 
Camargue, and getting it into produc- 
tion down at Mulliner Park Ward. 
Spirit’s birth took a lot longer, Chris 
doing the first renderings way back in 
1970 or’71. Many, many changes later 
it finally surfaced in 1980 — a long job, 
but then so was SY (Silver Shadow), not 
helped by the 1970s introduction of 
Styling Committees, unknown back in 
the heavenly days of JPB! As a result of 
this development, FF introduced Rolls- 
Royce to full-size modelling and all that 


entailed. Viewing a quarter-scale model 
is extremely difficult, and there are few 
around capable of looking at one and 
envisaging the shape scaled up to full 
size, hence the need for the largely 


unqualified Committee to have a full- 
size model to view, complete with 
pseudo paint job, realistic brightwork 
and glass. Getting the full-size modell- 
ing facility up and running brought 


The Silver Spirit, introduced in October 1980. Note particularly the rectangular head- 
lamp/foglamp units referred to in the text. The example shown is fitted with the high pressure 
headlamp washers introduced for the 1985 Model Year, and the smaller radiator badge (1986 


Mode! Year). 
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enormous difficulties in its wake. It had 
to be located down in the Experimental 
Shop and manned by their blokes — at 
one stage Ron wasn’t allowed to touch 
it — that kind of thing — but eventually 
all was resolved and harmony of a sort 
prevailed. 

Inevitably, all this began to take its 
toll on Fritz’s health and in the late ’70s 
he fell victim to heart disease, cul- 
minating in a quadruple by-pass 
operation which was a great success. 
True to form he took an avid interest in 
every possible aspect of his illness and 


Left and below: The door assembly and fit- 
ting jig set up at Crewe to facilitate the tasks 
of assembling the somewhat complex (and 
heavy) doors of the Silver Spirit and fitting 
them to the car. 
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my sensitive stomach being what it is, 
and FF’s powers of description being 
what they were, once or twice I had to 
depart fairly rapidly for the Gents to 
avoid leaving my breakfast strewn 
about the office floor. In the end he 
decided to call it a day and in the spring 
ef 1983 took early retirement, to be 
cared for by his devoted Renée. Not long 
after we were all desperately saddened 
to learn that he had cancer of the 
bowel, to which he succumbed in 1990. 
The church was packed to capacity. 
On his departure he offered me the 
job. I declined, with thanks, but I think 
it would have worried me into an early 
grave! Instead, his place was taken by 
Graham Hull who had started with us 
from RCA in 1971, to replace Chris who 
only stayed twelve months. This was 
absolutely the right choice: with twelve 
years under his belt he was just the 
right age, and seventeen years on he’s 
still there, and putting work my way! 
It has become fashionable to decry 
the Silver Spirit's rectangular head- 
lamps. If only you knew how many 
years — nay, decades — we strove to 
get away from those awful round 5.75" 
units. They put every conceivable 
obstacle in our way: body-in-white 
problems, cost of developing such a 
gigantic piece of lensing, avoiding light 
scatter, etc., etc. But finally the battle 
was won and they conceded, admitted- 
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The Bentley version of the Silver Spirit was named Mulsanne after the famous straight at Le Mans. 


For North American deliveries, both Rolls-Royce and Bentley versions were fitted with standard 
U.S. paired rectangular sealed beam headlamps as seen here. These were fitted by the dealer 
after arrival. This is a relatively late Mulsanne as it has the handsome alloy wheels that first 
appeared on the Bentley Turbo R in 1985 and on other models the following year. 


ly with a design that by today's stand- 
ards is positively archaic, but at least 
they agreed. Two points: to drive be- 
hind, their performance, even all these 
years on, is almost unbeatable; and if 
we had gone into production with anew 
car in 1980 with twin circulars, we'd 
have been laughed off the floor. 

So that was Fritz: for those not par- 
ticularly close to him easy perhaps to 


dismiss as an engine man who played 
at Styling for a bit. I do hope that the 
above will have persuaded you that 
there was a lot more to him than that, 
and that perhaps Fawn was right and 
he was the right man for the job after 
all. 


Photographs courtesy of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 


The Bentley Eight, with its distinctive chrome mesh grille, was introduced in 1984 to extend the appeal of the Bentley marque to younger buyers 
by keeping the price under the £50,000 price threshold. This was achieved mainly by means of a slightly reduced interior specification. Stiffer 


front suspension brought handling improvements. This is a 1986 model, with alloy wheels. 
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DESIO@N NO 1E9 


The same Gurney Nutting Phantom III drawing as seen on our front cover, this time with the ingeniously contrived flap in place to show how the 
car would look with the de ville extension in the open position. Gurney Nutting design number 189, designed by John P. Blatchley. 


In the presence of genius 


By Martin Bennett 


A few days after arriving in the U.K. 
for a quick visit earlier this year I drove 
from London to the south-east coastal 
home of John Blatchley. This is the 
most densely populated part of the 
U.K., but once the awful M25 London 
Orbital Motorway is left behind the 
loveliness of the landscape belies the 
statistics. In fact, this achingly beauti- 


ful corner of England presents new 
delights around every bend in the road, 
with prosperity so palpable you can 
taste it. All of which heightened my 
anticipation of again meeting a kindly 
and venerable gentleman, after years of 
enjoyable correspondence. 

It may be well to digress here, for the 
benefit of any new members, to explain 
exactly who John Blatchley is. I can put 
it no better than to say that there is a 
very good chance that he was respon- 


‘Blatchley car No. 6’, drawn at the age of 12 or 13. In 1935 John’s portfolio of fantasy car drawings 
sufficiently impressed Gurney Nutting’s Chief Designer A.F. McNeil that he gave the young 
aspiring stylist a job. Within two years McNeil had moved on to James Young Ltd, and JPB 
became Chief Designer at Gurney Nutting at the age of 23. 


sible for the styling of your Rolls-Royce 
or Bentley motor car, given that a very 
significant proportion of the cars in our 
Club are his creations. As head of styl- 
ing at Rolls-Royce Ltd during the post- 
war period until his retirement in 1969 
Mr Blatchley was in charge of the styl- 
ing of all of the standard saloon coach- 
work up to and including the Silver 
Shadow/Bentley T Series and, from 
1952, that of Park Ward coachwork 
and the Mulliner Park Ward two-door 
Silver Shadow/T Series that was even- 
tually named Corniche. Few, if any, 


UPB in a favourite armchair at his centuries 
old seaside home where he has enjoyed 
retirement since 1969. 
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other stylists could claim credit for 
such a catalogue of under-stated 
elegance and beauty. For the record, 
his work for Gumey Nutting before the 
war is not to be sneezed at, either! 

When | drove into his rear court~ 
yard, John was found sunning himself 
on his back porch — clearly still enjoy- 
ing what has been an enviably long 
retirement. He showed me around his 
delightful centuries-old home, pointing 
out portraits of his ancestors, the 
Polwhele family of Cornwall — hence 
his middle name Polwhele and his 
‘cypher’ within Rolls-Royce Ltd, ‘JPB’. 

John had a great deal of material to 
show me and discuss, but lunch had 
been arranged for us at the home of his 
friend Richard Dallimore, a few miles 
away, so we left all that for later. 
Richard has impeccable Rolls-Royce 
motor car family connections in that he 
is a godson of celebrated coachbuilder 
J. Gurney Nutting, whose best work 
was designed by none other than John 
P. Blatchley! 

On arrival at Richard's lovely village 
home it quickly became evident that he 
had gone to the considerable trouble of 
personally cooking a superb lunch, 
which we enjoyed in the conservatory 
at the rear of the house, overlooking the 
pretty garden. After lunch Richard 
showed us his fine Silver Spirit, which 
allowed John a close-up appraisal of 
his successor’s work at Crewe. 
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John Blatchley’s superb styling for a Bentley 41 Litre pillarless coupé, design number 196. Note 
the faired-in spare wheel cover on the boot lid and the chrome ‘spear’ on the spatted rear wings. 


Back at John’s home I felt very 
privileged to be shown some of the 
colour drawings that he had produced 
at Gurney Nutting before the war. 
These treasures are a treat to the eye 
and an enchanting glimpse not just of 
John’s genius and flare, but also of the 
process by which customers selected 
and ordered coachwork for their Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley chassis in those 
more leisurely, unhurried days. My 
favourite was the Phantom III sedanca 
de ville that graces the front cover of 
this issue. Also shown to me were 
John's wonderful and completely 
recognisable caricatures of his famous 
colleagues at Rolls-Royce, and some 
coachwork design drawings, including 
astonishingly detailed interiors, prod- 


uced when he was 12 years old. Ex- 
amples of both are shown here. 

I felt that I was in the presence of 
genius. With very sound reason, be- 
cause that’s precisely where I was. We 
had much to discuss, but too little time, 
and all too soon it was time to return 
to the clamour of London (and the 
M25!) and the next appointment in 
what was a much too busy three week 
schedule. In a subsequent letter John 
wrote “perhaps there will be a next 
time”. There certainly will be if I have 


anything to do with it. : 


At Crewe JPB used to amuse himself by 
drawing readily recognisable caricatures of 
his famous colleagues at Rolls-Royce. Here 
we see Ivan Evernden (Ev) with ever present 
pipe, together with a glimpse of a none too 
happy looking W.A. Robotham (Rm). 


A proposal to replace the Bentley R-type with a new model, the B.8 project, resulted in 
Experimental car 11-B-VIll, the styling of which was not liked by the Board. It was scrapped and if 
replaced by Bentley IX, or ‘Siam’, which emerged in 1955 as the Bentley S Type and Rolls-Royce 
Silver Cloud. This drawing is marked ‘B.8’, but John Blatchley told your Editor that in fact it x 
represents the genesis of project Siam. It was much refined by JPB in practically every detail 
before being passed for production, becoming one of the most beautiful body styles ever. 


B365GT as found by the author after a couple of decades of sympathetic storage. 
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The resurrection of ‘Arawa’ 


An Olympic Odyssey 


By Greg Johnston (Vic.) 


All great journeys begin with a single 
step, or in this case a ‘phone call. 

About a year ago a small article 
appeared in a newspaper column 
devoted to people and their cars. I was 
the subject of the article, with a short 
history of my Bentley Mk VI (B102HR, 
known to me as ‘Coptic’), with an ac- 
companying photograph. Apart from a 
bit of good-natured ribbing from 
friends, that was the last I thought 
about it until one day the ‘phone rang 
and I was asked if I was the Greg 
Johnston who had the old Bentley that 
had appeared in the paper. Confessing 
that I was, my caller told me that he 
had an old Bentley that he no longer 
had any use for and would I be inter- 
ested in buying it? While trying to keep 
my usual cynical sang _froid to the fore, 
my mind began racing with visions of 


rare barn finds that would be the envy 
of all. Coolly, I suggested that I come 
and look at the car while suppressing 
any note of excitement in my voice. 

I motored out to Oakleigh (for that 
is where the car was) and met a kindly 
old fellow who took me to his garage 
and swung open the door. There, under 
dust-sheets, was a Bentley Mk VI that 
had obviously not turned a wheel for 
some time. 

It transpired that the owner had 
bought it as a retirement project some 
22 years before, but had never got 
around to doing anything about it apart 
from some minor disassembly. 

First things first. A note of the chas- 
sis number was taken and request for 
build sheets faxed off to the R.R.E.C. 
The next day, the faxed response 
revealed that B365GT was delivered 
new in Sydney to the chairman of AWA, 
Sir Lionel Hooke, in 1950. It had 
originally been painted Lime Green, 


but was now black over silver, with grey 
upholstery. Other specifications in- 
cluded an extra kit of tools, but sadly 
there was no trace of that. However, the 
car’s standard tool kit was remarkably 
intact, including tyre irons, tyre pump, 
jack, luggage straps and nearly all of 
the small tools. 

Another unusual feature was a fuel 
pump changeover switch, and a radio 
incorporating short wave with a 
speaker grille in place of the right-hand 
cubby. All doors opened and shut well 
and had not dropped. The sunshine 
roof opened and closed freely and there 
did not appear to be any visible rust on 
the body apart from a few minor 
blemishes. Storage had been carried 
out well, with oil in the bores, draining 
of fluids and the engine turned over 
occasionally to prevent seizure. 

This looked like too good an oppor- 
tunity to miss. Negotiations com- 
menced and before too long I was the 
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proud possessor of B365GT (‘Arawa’). 
But what to do with it now? A quick 
mechanical review by Nick Simms 
(Wrong Cars Made Right’) suggested 
that the car could be re-commissioned 
without too many difficulties, and that 
is exactly as it turned out. With all 
fluids replenished, the air cleaner re- 
installed and a basic tune-up, ‘Arawa’ 
fired up willingly for the first time in 
over two decades. Its first road test 
revealed a tight body, a willing engine, 
the usual excellent Mk VI brakes and 
gearbox in order. Initially, cylinder 
number six was showing a compres- 
sion considerably lower than the 120 
psi of its mates, but after about 100 
miles it had come up to match its com- 
panions — precisely as Nick had 
predicted. 

The Olympics were fast approach- 
ing. How to get there? In ‘Arawa’, of 
course, but would she be ready by 
departure date? With some last minute 
fettling, including some work on the 
mixture, brakes and a minor exhaust 
repair, all was in readiness. At this 
point I invited the vastly experienced 
Denis Deasy (B25CT and SRH36889) 
— whose contribution to proceedings 
thus far was to slam the sunroof on my 
thumb — to accompany me as co- 
driver. 

It was decided to take two days to 
drive to Sydney, going via the coastal 
route. Departing from South Yarra at 
8.00 a.m. on the day before the open- 
ing, we made our way through 
Melbourne's outer east and on to Gip- 
psland. ‘Arawa’ hummed along willing- 
ly at 60 to 65 mph, temperature and oil 
pressure steady. What could go wrong? 
Well, nothing, as it happened. Apart 
from fuel stops and something for the 
inner man, we motored on through the 
forests of far east Gippsland and into 
New South Wales, the accompanying 
photo being taken at the border. A 
second fuel check at this point indi- 
cated asteady 19 mpg —a performance 
repeated until the end of the journey. 

We stopped for a night in Merim- 
bula, finding an excellent fish res- 
taurant at which to dine with a bottle 
of wine paid for by courtesy of a small 
win on the ‘pokies’ at the RSL. It was a 
clear, warm night, and before retiring 
we thought it might be fun to test the 
radio and see what we could pick up. 
The old HMV hummed into life, and 
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The fascia of B365GT in storage (above) and on the road (below) showing perfect oil pressure 


and coolant temperature. In the upper picture the petrol pump test switch can be seen just above 
the three o'clock position of the steering wheel. Note also the radio speaker grille in lieu of the 
usual open glove compartment in front of the driver. 


before long we had found the Voice of 
America, Radio Peking and the BBC 
World Service. It was interesting to note 
how much of the short wave band 
seems to be occupied by fundamen- 
talist Christian broadcasters. Their 
message was not for us. 

The next day it was onwards up the 
New South Wales coast, passing 
through many towns hugging the at- 
tractive coastline, the traffic increasing 
steadily as we approached Sydney. Our 
destination was Glebe, which we found 
without difficulty, the traffic in inner 
Sydney being surprisingly light for both 
a Friday and the day of the opening 
ceremony of the Olympics. ‘Arawa’ was 
bedded down safely off the street, hav- 
ing well earned its rest. What a remark- 
able performance for a car that had lain 
dormant for 22 years; what a testament 
to the quality of the car in the first 
instance that it should emerge from its 
sleep and drive over 700 km. without 
protest or fault. 

Long live the Bentley Mk VI. 
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The Author looking pleased with himself and with B365GT, on National Route 1 at the 


Victoria/N.S.W. border. Note the non-enclosed number plate fitting customarily fitted to cars for 
registration in New South Wales, where the glass-covered number plate was illegal even then. 


Why the name ‘Arawa’? That was the name 
of the ship on which B365GT came to 
Australia, my other Mk VI, B102HR, having 
arrived on ‘Coptic’. Much easier than 
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remembering chassis numbers. of 


Photographs from the Author 


Installing a fuel pump changeover switch 


Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Bentley Mk VI and R-type 


By Martin Bennett 


The S.U. petrol pump is sometimes 
regarded as the Achilles Heel of the early 
post-war Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars. 
This is probably an unfair assessment of 
what is, in reality, a rugged and reliable 
device. Where the double-ended fuel pump 
is fitted, as in the case of the cars with which 
we are concerned here, more often than not 
a ‘failure to proceed’ attributable to the fuel 
pump is due to one half failing and the 
failure going undetected. Then, once the 
overworked other half fails, you're stuck on 
the roadside. 

To avoid this, it is a good idea to period- 
ically check that both halves of the pump 
are working, by disconnecting one side at a 
time and running the engine. 

In the preceding article Greg Johnston 
refers to the fuel pump changeover switch, 
and one of the illustrations shows this 
feature clearly. This rotary switch has three 


positions, marked ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘BOTH’. 
Normally the car is run with the switch set 
to ‘BOTH’, but at least once a month, for 
testing purposes, it should be run for a few 
minutes in each of the ‘A’ and ‘B' positions. 

This switch was fitted before the war to 
Phantom III, Wraith and Bentley 41% Litre 
cars. After the war, some customers who 
had become accustomed to such a practi- 
cal feature requested its fitment to their 
post-war cars. A Service Bulletin was 
issued in May 1949 providing instructions 
for the retrospective fitting of a petrol pump 
testing switch to Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn 
and Bentley Mk Vi motor cars, and these 
instructions are reproduced below. The 
trick, though, is to find a switch! It is no 
longer current stock, though they do turn up 
on the used parts market from time to time. 
Good luck! 


Fitting and wiring instructions 
Prior to marking off and drilling the fascia 
for the switch, it is recommended that a 


check be made to ascertain whether any 
non-standard fittings have been added be- 
hind the instrument panel in the vicinity of 
the proposed location for the switch. 
Should it be found that no such fittings 
have been added, proceed as follows. 


Fig. 1. Drilling instructions for fascia panel. 


1. Mark off and drill the fascia as shown in 
Figure 1. NOTE: the switch position shown 
applies to the Silver Wraith Hooper saloon 
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box is fully wired up. 


and touring limousine, and might vary 
slightly to suit other coachwork types. 


2. Press the switch bush into the hole from 
the front of the fascia, ensuring that it is a 
tight push fit and also, that when the bush 
is fully home, the word ‘BOTH’ etched on 
the face of the flange of the bush is centrally 
located at the top. 


3. Secure the bush in position by pressing 
three small pins into the woodwork through 
the holes provided around the bush centre. 
Cut off and file the pins flush with the bore 
of the bush. 


4. Insert the switch assembly into the bush 
from behind the fascia, ensuring that when 
the switch is inits central position, the arrow 
etched on the face of the knob points to the 
centre of the word ‘BOTH’ on the bush 
flange. 


5. Secure the switch in position by means 
of the four No. 5 x ¥%" long round head 
woodscrews supplied. 


6. Connect the positive side of the demister 
switch (i.e. the lower terminal) to the main 
feed on the petrol pump switch. 


7. Run two wires from the petrol pump 
switch through the existing loom behind the 
instrument panel to the conduit, and thence 
to the twelve-way junction box located im- 
mediately above the fuse box. Connect 
these to two vacant terminals. 

NOTE: Should the twelve terminals in the 
junction box be already in use an additional 


Fig. 2. Drilling and fixing of additional junction box, required when existing twelve-way junction 
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junction box will be required. Instructions 
covering the fitting and wiring of the addi- 
tional junction box are given later in these 
instructions. 


8. Remove and discard the short length of 
wire fitted between the rear and the front 
petrol pump terminals, and then disconnect 
the cable running from the pumps to the 
fuse box. Connect a length (6' 6") of the new 
cable to each of the pump terminals in- 
dividually, and then feed these cables up 
through the metal conduit to the twelve-way 
junction box. Wire the pumps to the two 
terminals carrying the petrol switch connec- 
tions, making sure that the forward pump is 
connected to the terminal corresponding to 


the ‘A’ on the switch flange, and the rear 
pump to the ‘B’ terminal. 


Fitting additional junction box 

As previously mentioned in ‘NOTE’ 
under operation No. 7, the fitting of an ad- 
ditional junction box will be necessary in the 
event of the existing twelve-way junction 
box being fully wired up. (The correct type 
of junction box is obtainable from vintage 
parts suppliers such as The Complete 
Automobilist Ltd.) 


Proceed as follows:- 


1. Mark off and drill two 0.191" dia., i.e. 2 
BA clearance, holes through the dash (i.e. 
firewall) for the junction box retaining 
screws as shown in Figure 2. 


2. Fit the junction box as shown, securing 
this in position by means of the two 2 BA x 
Ye" long cheese head setscrews supplied. 


3. Feed the two leads from the petrol pump 
switch through the conduit and below the 
fuse box, and connect up to two of the 
terminals in the additional junction box. 


4. Cut an aperture 746" x %e" in the side of 
the conduit, and draw the leads from the 
petrol pumps through this up to the junction 
box as shown in Figure 2. Connect the lead 
from the forward pump to the terminal car- 
rying the ‘A’ connection, and the rear pump 
lead to the terminal carrying the ‘B’ connec- 
tion from the petrol switch. Replace the 
junction box cover. a 


Fig. 3. The fuel pump changeover or testing switch, part number D.75825 and engraved flange, 


part number D.75827, in position on the instrument panel of a Silver Wraith (see also page 3619). 
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The Magic of aName 
THE ROLLS-ROYCE STORY 
The First 40 Years 


Peter Pugh 


‘The Magic of a Name, the Rolls-Royce 
Story, the First 40 Years’ by Peter Pugh. 
Published by icon Books Ltd, Cambridge, 
England (in Australia, Allen & Unwin Pty 
Ltd, P.O. Box 8500, St. Leonards, N.S.W. 
2065). 346 pages, 134 illustrations. ISBN 
1-84046-151-9. $85.00. 


Reviewed by David Aisop 


This is a very fine book. 

It is particularly interesting because its 
theme is the Company rather than the in- 
dividuals or the products and in this way it 
differs notably from the vast number of 
books on this subject. This is not surprising 
as the author has written more than 30 
books on business, so the dust jacket flap 
informs us. 

There are unusual insights into the per- 
sonalities of Rolls and Royce; Rolls not the 
carefree aristocrat but the passionate 
motorist and somewhat scruffy Englishman 
who dreamed of being involved in the 
manufacture of a good British car, perhaps 
even with his name on it. Royce, the very 
hard taskmaster who hadan incredibly loyal 
following at the Works. 

The part played, particularly, by Rolls, 
Edmunds, Claremont, Johnson, and later 
Hives, is fascinating reading and proves 
that the greatness of the Company was the 
talent of the team and how they worked 
together even to the point of managing 
Royce following his illness. 

The fortunes of the Company were 
closely tied to the design and manufacture 
of aero engines and this is covered in detail 
— it is about half the book as it has to be. 
The reputation of the Company was to a 
large extent the result of the many mag- 


nificent piston engines culminating with the 
Merlin and the Griffon. 

The Merlin story is intriguing reading. 
There seems little doubt that the outcome 
of the Second World War would have been 
different if Rolls-Royce were not involved. 
168,000 Merlins were built — about half by 
Packard, Ford and others. They started at 
1,050 bhp and finished at 3,000 bhp. 

Rolls-Royce's involvement with the 
development of the jet engine again was a 
result of excellent judgement and manage- 
ment. Frank Whittle had come up with this 
concept in 1929 — he persevered although 
experts tried to convince him that there was 
no merit in the idea. He almost gave up and 
indeed let his patent lapse. 

Whittle was evidently not an easy man 
to work with and when Lord Hives offered 
to take over Whittle and the project from 
Rover, Spencer Wilks was delighted to see 
the back of him! Rolls-Royce suited Whittle, 
the project was adequately resourced and, 
incredibly, the jet engine was operational in 
two years, before the end of the War. 

| recommend this book; | could not put it 
down. !t is well presented with many 
photographs. The chapters are convenient- 
ly divided up and the writing style is very 
readable. 

This book will be an important text for 
many years. Consequently | question the 
wisdom of equating values in the text to the 


From The Magic of a Name: 32EX in 1935 
during continental testing. This Experimental 
Phantom II! was later renumbered 3DEX202 
and has been owned for many years by Vic- 
toria Branch member John Griffiths. 


value of money in year 2000. Pugh provides 
the multiplying factors which enable us to 
calculate that a 1921 Silver Ghost chassis 
cost £92,000 — this would be enough. 

It may be presumptuous of Pugh to use 
the name of the important 1938 book of 
Harold Nockolds but this work is a worthy 
successor. The only negative spin | can put 
on the book is that at 1.2 kg. it’s a bit heavy 
to read in bed! 


Reproduced by kind permission of the 
Victoria Branch Newsletter 


Reginald Mitchell, designer of the Supermarine S6, and Henry Royce, who provided its ‘R’ 
engine, at Calshot in 1929. Neither Royce nor Mitchell lived to see how vital their last designs 
were to become to their country — the Merlin engine and the Spitfire fighter. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 
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1920 Silver Ghost (100TW) tourer rebuilt on 
2-wheel brake chassis with overhauled 
engine (as advised by owner). Incomplete 
and in need of restoration. $75,000. Barry 
Sparks 07-3865-3062 (b.hours) 


—— 
pee 


1927 Phantom | (80EH) George Williams 
sedanca de ville. Ground-up restoration. 
Concours condition. On V.S.C.C. club plates. 
Located Sydney. $150,000. Alan Pearce 
0419-42-8733 (w) 02-9630-8663 (h) 


1938 Phantom Ill (3DL14) Rippon Bros. 7- 
passenger limousine. Black over burgundy 
(repainted). Division, occasional seats. Front 
compartment leather renewed, original cloth 
in fine condition to rear. All mechanicals res- 
tored some years ago with unspeakable 
amounts bestowed on the engine. $100,000. 
May take trade. Julian Walter 0418-91-3914 


1950 Silver Dawn (SBA52) deep Navy blue 
with vynal upholstery. Excellent condition, in 
the family for 20 years. Being garaged in 
Wagga Wagga it is away from coastal 
weather conditions. $38,000. Robyn Senior 
Smith 02-9949-1063 or 0402-13-3691 


A good, clear photograph will draw 
attention to your ad. and help to sell 
your car. Photographs should show 
the lines of the coachwork and 
should not cutoff any part of the car. 


Cars For Sale 


1951 Silver Dawn (SDB70) Moss Green 
repaint. Near original condition, 160,000 
miles. Very sound and usable, rust-free car 
with full history. Little used over last 20 years. 
$30,000. lan Vennell 02-6920-3326 or 
02-6926-1262 (early morning or evening) 


1955 Bentley R-type (B46YD) Hooper 
sports saloon. Automatic. Rare opportunity to 
acquire a coachbuilt R-type. All aluminium 
with elegant, flowing lines. Needs some 
refurbishment but the effort will result in a rare 
and desirable car. $21,500. Barry Sparks 
07-3865-3062 (b.hours) 


1957 Silver Cloud I (SED51) 64,000 miles. 
Factory fitted air conditioning and power 
steering. Concours condition. All tools, 
handbook, workshop manuals. See also 
front cover PRAECLARUM 1-97. $65,000. 
Bob Skillen 02-6248-6751 


1958 Silver Cloud | (SHF63) ‘Classicar’ six- 
lignt saloon. Tudor Rose over Regal Red. 
Unique interior features rear centre console 
with beverage bar and television, individual 
reading lights, rear privacy blind, individual 
bucket seats in Chamois leather with Aspreys 
ladies’ fitted cosmetic cabinet, individually 
styled facia and leather knee-roll. Exterior 
features re-styled front lights and tail-light 
area, individual wheel-trims and other subtle 
Creative body changes make this a highly 
individual and unique car. The only car 
created to this design and having extra win- 
dows in the rear passenger area. Paintwork, 
chassis and interior in above showroom 
condition, mechanically excellent. Hand- 
book, all tools, known history. $89,000 o.n.o. 
Michael Kazacos 07-5538-6406 


Cars For Sale 


ee es ae a 
1967 Bentley T Series (CBH1975) H.J. Mul- 
liner Park Ward two-door saloon. Balmoral 
Green with tan upholstery. Paintwork includes 
radiator shell as with current Bentleys. 6.23 
litre, 4-speed gearbox. Hollandia moonroof, 
new Phillips radio/cassette/CD player with 10- 
disc stacker. Comprehensive documentation 
includes details of significant events in the life 
of this rare car of which only 98 were built. 
$49,000 o.n.o. Tony Davidson 08-8332-5550 
or 08-8332-5545 (FAX) or 0417-08-9120 
(mobile) or Email: trak@adelaide.on.net 


1973 Corniche (DRH14553) Mulliner Park 
Ward Convertible. Brewster Green with mag- 
nolia upholstery and hood. Superb condition 
throughout. Recent fully reconditioned 
engine and gearbox, refurbished engine 
compartment. Suspension rebushed, shock 
absorbers replaced, steering box renewed, 
brakes re-rotored with new pads, hydraulics 
re-gassed and resealed, etc. A previous 
Federal Concours Class Winner. Complete 
with all tools and fittings. Fully registered 
(Vic.) RR-234, roadworthy and used regularly. 
$135,000. George Forbes 03-9690-1455 (w) 
03-9593-1455 (h) 


1974 Corniche (DRH17353) Mulliner Park 
Ward Convertible. White with white hood, 
blue interior. Low mileage, original factory 
extras as shown on build sheets, well main- 
tained, receipts available. Vic. reg. number 
RR-9988. $120,000. Robin Hickman 
03-987 2-3233 


Yes SO SS ee a ee 
1986 Silver Spirit (ASG15800) Magnolia. 
Fuel injection, remote door locking, R-R ser- 
viced, 157,000 km., three owners, excellent 
condition. Reg. (N.S.W.) RR-665. $78,000, 
terms. Dick Donnelley 02-9997-2477 or FAX 
02-9997-7892 
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1973 Silver Shadow (SRH16225) Sage 
Green with green interior. Excellent condition, 
one of the best with full mechanical and 
hydraulic restoration. All original tools, hand- 
book. $31,500. lan Dunn 02-6207-5455 (w) or 
04141-28-6715 


1975 Camargue (JRH17304) Mulliner Park 
Ward coupé. Larkspur Blue, beige hide in- 
terior. Rolls-Royce Motors Ltd ‘Trials’ car 
(demonstrator) as featured on the front cover 
of The Rolls-Royce Motor Car by Bird & 
Hallows. Excellent driving condition, excel- 
lent paintwork, low mileage. New Michelin 
tyres. $59,500. Mark Babidge 08-9364-8788 
or FAX 08-9374-3458 


Parts For Sale 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Silver Dawn/Mk VI parts including brand new 
6.70 x 16 Olympic Air-ride tyre and two tubes, 
headlamp unit, brand new R-R, r/hn front door, 
primed, perfect condition, 2 x front 
windscreens and other items. Geoffrey May 
0410-44-9305 or 03-9593-1177 (h) 


Silver Ghost and PI spares and accessories; 
20 years of collecting/accumulating available 
as a job lot: 21° wheels (set), manifolds, mas- 
cots, tools, tooltray, original luggage rack and 
trunk, books, magazines, manuals, etc. 
‘Phone or fax for list. Craig Robson 
02-9319-6666 or FAX 02-9310-2182 


Marchal post-mounted headlamps with three 
struts and prism to suit 1935 car. Julian Walter 
0418-91-3914 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads may be edited to minimise 
use of available space and to conform to a 
standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


Parts For Sale 


Rolls-Royce B-Range industrial engines: B80 
Mk 6A No. 2415, possibly new, dry sump, 
screened and waterproofed, 24 volt (I can 
convert to wet sump and civil 12 volt). Partly 
dismantled and ready for inspection. $4,000 
or offer. Also B40 Mk 5A, B80 Mk 10F 
(probably rare), BBO Mks 6A and 6D, B81 Mk 
50K. Walter Vears 03-9555-5206 


Overdrive units available for all small horse- 
power Rolls-Royce and Bentley, pre-war and 
post-war models, $8,020 supplied only or 
$8,780 fitted. Power steering conversion kits 
available for all pre-1955 Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models. Makes for ease of driving 
and parking, $7,530 supplied only or $8,180 
fitted. RH2569 headlight conversion kits 
(original R-R/B stock) to convert Silver 
Dawn/Silver Wraith/Mk V1/R-type to modern 8 
inch sealed beams, includes adaptor ring, 
chrome bevelled surround, light connection 
and screws, $300 per set. UR26508 spanner, 
Shadow series, $60; UE5081 spark plug 
socket, Shadow series, $85; 
UR14385/RF6613 adjustable spanners, Mk 
VI etc., $120; F51754 pre-war ‘C'-spanners, 
$250; UR3022 spring gaiters, SC/S series, 
$768; RE18342 new radiator including top 
and bottom tanks and fittings, Mk VI/R/Silver 
Dawn, $2,750; RE13412/3 six new connect- 
ing rods, Mk V!/R/Silver Dawn etc., or can be 
used to modify pre-war small h.p. cars, $300 
each or $1,500 set; leather resurrection oil, 
ideal for hard and tired leather, $59 per 450 
ml. bottle; badge bars, R-R and B types, 
includes two badge clips, $285 inc. postage 
in Australia; Pertronix ignition coils, Flame 
Thrower, extreme high performance coils, 
suit all post-war cars, faster start up, better 
performance, $85. Garrath Will, T K Motors, 
43 Chard Road, Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100. 
02-9938-1301 or FAX 02-9905-026 


Radiator caps. We've made mascot and 
parking (town) caps, exact copies of the 
various original pre-war R-R types, $125 
each. Also various chassis, body and engine 
bits (plates, handles, covers, caps, terminals, 
etc.) in German silver, bronze, repro ebonite 
as appropriate. 02-9144-3787 or 
02-9651-1782 


Pair P.100 headlamps, $500; pair SFT700 7” 
foglamps, $250; 2 x SLR700 ‘Flame Thrower’ 
light unit inserts, $75 each; 2 x 4LR long range 
driving lamps, $50 each; 2 x 5" bell type 
lamps, early Vintage, $70 each; Bentley Mk 
VI toolkit complete in fascia tray with lock and 
key, $800. John Hunt 03-5982-2420 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or 
colour prints showing the lines of the carare 
acceptable. ‘Front-on’ shots cannot be 
used. For photo return, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140 E-mail: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring Dis Inner hub plate 


extension 


Curved 
air valve 


nit lock assembly 
All you need to fitnew ° Rolls: -Royce 
wheel discs to your ° Bentley 
Pre-WWII Classic. 
Write, phone or fax 
for full infomation. 


LMARR DISK,LTD 


PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tél: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


* Hgpano- Suiza 
° * Lagonda 
° Bugatti 
° Delage 
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Parts For Sale 


Assorted early series Phantom | parts, some 
‘new old stock’, and wood patterns for various 
parts. Also some late Silver Ghost/early PI 
gearbox gears and shafts. Please ‘phone for 
list. Bruce Gardner 03-9580-8180 or FAX 
03-9512-0936 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts: mainly Sliver 
Shadow, body and mechanical. Some parts 
for other models also available. See full- 
page advertisement in the June edition of 
PRAECLARUM for full listing. J.G. Dare Pty 
Ltd. 03-9589-1516 or FAX 03-9589-5982 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for Bentley 31% Litre B17BN: spare 
wire wheel, Klaxon windscreen wiper motor 
and cables, inside door handles, any informa- 
tion, literature and history from c.1950-1978. 
Terry Hirst 07-3252-4869 or FAX 
07-3252-4865 


Wanted: open end/ring spanner part no. 
UR.4485 to complete S1 tool kit. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Wanted: early post-war (Mk VI, Silver Dawn 
etc.) small tools; original type Silver Dawn 
headlamps. David Crichton 02-6026-2278 


Wanted for 1935 20/25: any small tools for 
tooltray; Lucas 59 (| think) centre light or 
similar. Alex Maitland 07-5522-5257 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. 
Non-members are charged $15.00 for a 
non-commercial ad of reasonabie length. 
Trade ads accepted at commercial rates. 
Photographs included free of charge to non- 
trade members, $15.00 for others. Where 
applicable, cheques made payable to 
R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 
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Literature For Sale 


Handbooks, original editions in very good to 
mint condition: 20 h.p. No. 8 (late series), 
$400; Phantom III No. XI, (for early car with 
hydraulic tappets), $350; Bentley R-type 
Continental automatic, $250; Silver Dawn, 
short boot 4% Litre (left-hand drive), $200; 
Bentley 41% Litre Condensed Edition (issued 
early post-war, covers all series), $175. 
Others available including a range of modern 
handbooks, please enquire. Martin Bennett 
02-4829-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: original copies of the following hand- 
books: Silver Ghost August 1913, July 1914, 
1916 Spanish edition (green covers); 
Springfield Silver Ghost Nov. 1924 (green 
covers), Phantom | March 1926, July 1927; 
Phantom II No. VII (left-hand drive), No. VII}; 
Phantom Ill No. XII; 20 h.p. Sept. 1923, Nov. 
1925; 20/25 Nos. IV, IX, X, XI, XII; Bentley 
4% Litre Nos. Ill, V (Revised); Silver Wraith 
Nos. XXII, XXV, XXVIII; Bentley R-type No. XI; 
Phantom IV No. XVI; Phantom V TSD 533; 
Bentley S2 standard saloon, 1st edition; 
Bentley S2 Continental TSD 783 2nd Edition); 
Bentley S3 Continental TSD 2182; Silver 
Shadow TSD 2214 2nd Edition, TSD 2541, 
TSD 2282; Silver Spirit TSD 4498; Bentley 
Eight TSD 4601. Stuart Dennison (U.K.) 
+61-161-652-4544 


Wanted: back issues of PRAECLARUM, No. 
1 of 1974, Nos. 2,3 48& 5o0f 1975, Nos.2&3 
of 1976, No. 2 of 1982, No. 1 of 1983, Vol. 1 
Index. Bryan Harper 03-9707-5592 or FAX 
3-9707-5561 


TAILPIECE 


The first Rolls-Royce model to have the 
model name appear on the actual car was 
the Silver Cloud Ill. The badge, which was 
mounted on the right-hand lower corner of 
the boot lid, was designed by Martin Bourne 
of the Rolls-Royce Styling Department, 
Crewe (see Martin’s article on Fritz Feller in 
this issue). Martin is rather harsh in his 
retrospective condemnation of the Silver 
Cloud Ill badge, likening it to the brand 
name on a 1960s refrigerator, though its 
1960s redolence appeals to enthusiasts. 
He is, however, proud of the badge which 
he subsequently designed for the Corniche, 
which was the second model to carry a 
model identification badge. Martin’s design 
was still used, unchanged, for the model 
name badges of the Silver Spirit and deriva- 
tive models. This is SCX487, owned by 
Brian McDonald (A.C.T. Branch). 
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Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height controi valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


New solid state ignition systems for Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars. Owners of pre-war 
and post-war cars can install a solid state 
ignition system without making any alterations 
to the original distributor, or having to cope 
with hiding a contro! box in the chassis. The 
whole unit fits under the distributor cap, so is 
completely concealed. T K Motors Pty Ltd, the 
only dealer in Australia for Pertronix Inc Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley Electronic Conversion 
Systems, offers these units for most models. 
In these solid state ignition systems a sensor 
and magnetic ring replaces the points and 
condenser within the distributor. However, 
the original parts can be easily reinstalled 
because the conversion requires no drilling of 
holes or alterations of any kind. The sensors 
and magnet rings are unaffected by wear or 
dirt, offering durability. | believe these 
systems provide an innovative solution to one 
of the challenges of restoring and maintaining 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars. Solid 
state ignition offers significant benefits in 
enhanced engine performance and reliability 
while solving the problem of replacing 
expensive and hard to find distributor parts. 
For information and prices please contact: 
Garrath Will, T K Motors, 43 Chard Road, 
Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100. 02-9938-1301 or 
FAX 02-9905-0260 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


4 Mathoura Place 
Orange 
New South Wales 2800 


Your Host: Peter Davidson ' 
Telephone/Fax (02) 63600577! 
al 


LPG conversions for Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley. T K Motors is now offering Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley owners an alternative fuel 
system. Our installations have increased in 
numbers over the past years with successful 
conversions of the Silver Cloud/S Series and 
Silver Shadow/T Series. Conversions are 
orderly and reasonably inconspicuous, keep- 
ing the luggage compartment minimally 
affected by the fuel cell. For enquiries please 
contact: 

Garrath Will, T K Motors, 43 Chard Road, 
Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100. 02-9938-1301 or 
FAX 02-9905-0260 


Complete interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 
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Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealeal! 


2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 
Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 

Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices, 
Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

¢ UPS, Alr and Mall Shipments Dally. 

¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


STOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


PTY. LIMITED 
Servicing the World’s Finest Motor Cars 


Using experience of 34 years speciality 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley - pre and post war 
mechanical restorations, we assure you of 
our personal attention. 


GST reduced Parts at good prices 


For most SS & Spirits: Filters, 
Battery Boxes, Steering kits, Air Dams, 
Check Straps & Mudguard( VI - FDside) 
Mufflers for S Type, Cloud & Shadows. 

made to factory specifications. 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton, Sth Australia 5031 
Tel: (08) 82345600 Fax: (08) 82345607 
Email: timotors@senet.com.au 
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VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 

we'll take as much care of 

your Rolls Royce or Bentley 
...as you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
e Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
3288 George Street Sydney 2000 


PRA:CLARVM 
Display Advertising 

If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car for 
sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display advert- 
isement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted on computer disc 
or in camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid out to 
your requirements on the Club’s computer system as a free 
service. Compare these highly competitive and economical 
rates (colour extra): 


Size: Cost per Issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 
Quarter Page - $130 
To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 
177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 
New South Wales 2580 


*Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
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If you love your classic 
valiela we've got the insurance. 
veh a 


/ 
7 @ Agreed value means agreed value. 

If the car is a total loss you will receive 

the full sum insured. 

@ You have the option to choose your own 
repairer. 

@ Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 

@ Inthe event of total loss you will have 
automatic retention of the wreck, depending 
on the policy. 

@ No blame excess. 

@ Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or 
repaired. 

@ Free windscreen one per year without excess. 

@ Personal belongings and tools up to the value 


of $400. 


Shannons Insurance has been 
insuring vintage, veteran, and classic 

vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has 

developed a great insurance package at a Ring Shannons for a 


very competitive price. free quote today ! ! 


Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 Trading as Shannons Insurance 

Victoria (03) 9584 7266 New South Wales (02) 9460 6344 Northern Territory 1800 653 996 
Queensland (07) 32556355 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 
Tasmania (03) 6236 9090 Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Internet: www.shannons.com.au Email: shannons@shannonsinsurance.com.au 


Customer Care Téciinical Expeytise Showroom a 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem, 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


; Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www. paradisegarage.com.au 
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McMillan’ s 
SOLLE-ROTCR-E FENTEEY ay] 


Official Dealer for Service, Parts and Coachwork 
for NSW & ACT 


The luxury of a full car care facility enables you to choose minor or major 
works in any division, all at the one location. 


Servicing and mechanical 

Air Conditioning 

Body/coachwork 

Accident — insurance or private 

Restoration 

Parts — new and used 

Leather and carpets — repairs or complete retrim 
Woodwork — door cappings to complete refurbishment 
Detailing 

Annual presentation 

Concours preparation 

Paint glaze/paint protection 

Registration checks 


OR 


Commissioning of a new Rolls-Royce Corniche!! 


19-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, Canada Bay, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone 02 9744 5111 FAX 02 9744 5517 


Email: mcmillanprestige@bigpond.com.au 
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